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victims to absolute government.' JoitNSu.N'. 'So, Sir, have there been to popular factions,' linsWKl.l.. 'The question is which is worst, one wild beast or many?'
Johnson praised The >S/vt•/<//<»/•, particularly the. character of Sir Roger dc C'overley. He said, ' Sir Roger did not die a violent death, as has been generally fancied. He was not killed; he died only because others were to die, ami because his death afforded an opportunity to Addtson for some very fine writing. We have the example of Cervantes making Don (Juixote die-1. 1 never could see why Sir Roger is rep-resented as a little cracked. It appears to me that the story of the widow was intended to have something' superinduced upon it : but the superstructure did not come".'
Somebody found fault with writing verses in a dead language, maintaining that they were merely arrangements of so many words, and laughed at the Universities <if ( Kford and Cambridge, for sending, forth collection-, oj them not only in Greek and Latin, but even in Syriac, Arabiek, and other more unknown tongues. JMHNSM\, • I would have as many of these as possible ; I would have verses in every language that there art* the means of acquiring. Nobody imagines that an University is to have at once two hundred poets; but it should be able to show two hundred scholars. PierescV death was lamented, I think, in forty languages.
1 In his Lift t\f AtUiwn, Johnson sav-* I n't>tt\. vii. -nn : 'Tin- »e,t-son which indurrd Cervantes to ttrin^ 1m hero t«i tin- ^tave./>./»,* tttt sofi> nnt'f'ei Aw fjttii'tifi' v,r«»/».»/'<* /•/ [for nte alone u.n 1 ion Oui-tote born, and I fur him), made Addhon dee Lire, with undue vehr»nrn»r' of cxpri'ssion, that he wottUl kill Sir Hn^rj ; hrin^ of opini<«u that they were horn for one unoiticr, and th.tt any «uht*r h.utd would do him wrong,'
* 'It nuiy In' donltttvl whrthrr Adtltson rvrr hllrd up hh >»ri^in«ii delineation. lie drnrribrH lii-s knight a« having Im itnat^tniition nojnr-what wurju'd ; hut of this jtrrvrpiMm he t>a»i itntdf vrrv Httlr- u-»r," Johnson'M n'ofh; vii, »Hf.
8 'Tlu* papers Irft in tlu* rlosH of 1'irrr^' supplied hi'» IUMM with a whole wintcr'.H fuel.' The A/A-r. Mo, u^. * A rhamlwr its \\v\ li«m-»r w»r> filled with U'ttt-M from the- tnntt runnrru wliolart of ihr ii|*r, '1'hr loarnetl in Europe had addressed l'irres< in their ththt uhie-t. who \v,r>
And than Sifi* rrqnttfj or admits to he ptudttctivt4 «<{ uutrh rvtl. Hi^hw.tyntro *i»>U J»«»•»•»«•. breakers selfloiu frrtjttrttt. lit** j»iuy-h«iu?»r4 or win^lr »«> *s*»V rir|«,uu diversion; nor is it jnr»-»th!f JMJ ,»t»v on** «*» tiit«tninr thai hr M»,IV s««ti with .safety, brruti%r lie M-I-I M,t« hr.alt rrj»rtrvr«l UJH*H thr 'il.ij.tr,' /'jr, viii. fiK,
